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ABSTRACT 

For over 50 years, the primary goal of Smokey Bear 
has been to introduce the forest fire prevention message to young 
children. This learning kit provides the K~3 teacher with activities 
and resources to help students learn about Smokey Bear and fire 
safety, about forests as habitats, and about what they can do to 
protect forests. Students are involved in six whole group and five 
individual activities that include stories to act out, a game, and 
things to make and do. Each activity contains objectives, activity 
summary, grade level, materials, instructions, and teacher 
reproducible worksheets. Teacher background materials include 
information on Smokey Bear's story, forest fire, the forest as 
habitat, protecting habitats, and a list of 14 additional resources. 
A poster and puzzle accompany the learning kit. (LZ) 
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Happy 50th, 
Smokey Bear! 



A Learning Kit about Forests 
and Fire Safety for Grades K-3 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Oflvce of ECucationMl Research and Improvement 

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 
CENTER (ERIC) 

UMhis document has been reproduced as 
' received from Ihe person or organization 
originating it 

□ Minor changes have been made to improve 
reproduction quality 

e Points of view or opinions stated in this docu- 
ment do not necdssarity represent official 
OERI position or policy 
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In 1994. Smokey Bear turns 50! For a hall century, Smokey has been 
helping children and adults protect forest: and wildlands from care- 
less fire. With this kit, your students an celebrate Smokey's 
message using a variety of engaging activities that include a 
dramatic play, stories, and games. Tnrough these activities, students 
w ill learn about Smokey Bear, about forests as habitats, and about 
what they can do to protect our forests. 

Goals of Smokey Bear's .earning Kit — Grades K-3 

This kit encourages children to: 

■ recognize Smokev Bear as a symbol of forest fire prevention 

■ understand the importance of forest habitats and the importance 
of preventing careless fires in those habitats 

■ take pride in their own responsible behavior toward fire 

This publication has been developed by the USDA Forest Service and the Smithsonian 
Institution's Office of Elementary and Secondary Education. 
Issued September 1993. 

Writer: Meryl Hall 
Illustrations: Mike McConnell 
Design: Porter/Novelli 
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Teacher Background 
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The lessons and activities 
' in tnis kit were designed for 
tne classroom teacher of 
kindergarten and the first, 
second, and third grades. 
Teaching the kit does not 
require expertise in environ- 
mental science or fire safety. 

The kit provides a variety of 
lessons that include both indi- 
vidual and whole group activi- 
ties. There is a game to play 
stones to act out, and things 
to make and do. Except for 
common matenals like blank 
paper, crayons, and glue, 
everything necessary to do 
the activities is provided. In 
addition to the lessons, the kit 
includes a colorful poster that 
may be combined with the 
children's work to mane a 
classroom display or bulletin 
board as well as a puzzle to 
be used in an activity center 
or free play area. 

To the ngnt are some facts 
about Smokey Bear. fire, and 
forest habitats that you may 
find useful as you use tnis kit 
A reading list and list ot addi- 
tional classroom resources 
are D r ovided at the end of 
this guide. 




Smokey Bear's Message 

Smokey Bear has been teaching people about preventing unwanted forest 
fires for 50 years. The first Smokey Bear symbol was introduced in a 
poster created by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Forest Service's Cooperative Forest Fire Prevention Program in 1944. He 
was a poster bear drawn wearing jeans and a campaign hat. To this day, 
Smokey and his famous slogan, "Remember, only YOU can prevent forest 
fires," are recognized around the world. 

In I 950, a forest fire burned through the Lincoln National 
Forest in New Mexico. After the flames were out, firefighters 
found a badly burned bear cub clinging to a blackened tree. 
They rescued the cub and took him to a ranger station where his 
burns were treated and he was nursed back to health. The cub was 
named Smokey and became the living symbol of forest fire prevention. 
Smokey was then taken to the Smithsonian Institution's National Zoo in 
Washington D.C., where millions of people have visited him over the years. 

Today there is no longer a living Smokey, but the Smokey Bear symbol 
continues to teach people to be careful with fire and to prevent carelessly 
caused fire from destroying our forests. Forests are important as sources 
of wood products, as places of recreation, and as natural habitats. 

What Is Fire? 

Fire starts when a fuel, such as wood, leaves, paper, or gasoline, reaches 
its "ignition temperature" and combines with oxygen in the air. Manx- 
things can cause a lucl to reach its ignition temperature — including 
matches. Once a fire has started, the burning reaction occurs quickly, 
giving off its own heat. 

Fire in the Forest 

torest fires can result from both natural causes and human carelessness. 
Although some lorest communities are adapted to periodic tire and can 
actually benefit trom carefully controlled burning (some pine cones, 
lor example, are stimulated to open and drop their seeds when 
exposed to a lire s heat), lire can he wry destructive. 
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I- or example, oner trees arc burned away, soil can crock* and choke nearby 
streams and the fish and olhcr animals I hot live in them. Valuable timber, 
rcc real ion areas, scenic landscapes, and tether forest benefits lost in a lire 
may never be restored. 

The Forest as Habitat 

Like other kinds ol natural areas suc h as prairies, ponds, beaches, and 
deserts, forests ore hubilal* lor many kinds ol wild animals. An animal's 

habitat is its home the place where ihe animal finds the food, water, 

and shelter it needs lo survive 

Different forest habitats have dillerenl types ol trees and other plants that 
affect the* tvpes of animals thai live there, l-'or example. j>rouse. ivd squir- 
rels, bobcats, and snowshoe hares live in northern coniferous forests, 
which are filled with spruce and lir trees. An eastern hardwood forest has 
oak, maple*, and beec h trees. Here whilelail clever, turkeys, and j»rey squir- 
rels make* their homes. Western mountain forests ol lod^epole and pon- 
clcrosa pine art 1 home lo elk, mule deer, and black and c»ri//ly bears. The* 
trees and other plants in these forests provide animals with places to nest, 
feed, hide, and raise* iheir \ounj>. 

Protecting Habitats 

I Libit rils art* just as important to people as they are to w i Id lilt*. For exam- 
ple, people depend on these mil uim I communities lor wood procluc Is and 
places to "c»el away Irom il all." And like* all living beings. we depend on 
loresls lor c rut ial environmental services. Amonj» other things, trees and 
other planls produce oxygen and help keep the Karlh's almosphere in 
balante by absorbing carbon dioxide. 

People need It) protect and wisely manage loresls and every habitat so that 
evervone animals mnl humans ■ t an continue lo enjov the many hene- 
lils loresls provide. The* r'oresl Service and tht* Smithsonian Institution 
haw* produtetl this kit to help you, as an eduuilor, present tht* message til 
forest prolix I ion and lire salt*l\* to \ our si udenls 
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Smokey' Bear's Story 



Objectives: 

■ Recognize Smokey Bear 
as a symbol of forest fire 
prevention. 

■ Name some of the living 
things that depend on forests. 

J Activity: 

Place events in sequence to 
tell a story and make an 
"accordion book." 

Grades: 

K-3 



' Group: 

Individual 



Instructions: 



Materials: 



copy of page 
for each child 



5 



blank paper 



scissors 




tape 



paste 



crayons 



^y£r COPY AVAILABLE 



l-'or eoi h child, nil o Monk 8 1 J" X I I piece of poper inlo fourths, os 
"show n below . (iiw eoch child the lour strips ol poper. o copy ol poj>e l S. 
ond till supplies. 

I love the c hildrcn lope together the lour strips ol Monk poper ol the short 
ends. \V\l. how them color the 1 2 boxes on po$»e !>. cut ihem out. ond 
posle the boxes in order onto the lonj». toped strip of poper. Then how 

them [old the strip l.ike on occordion. 

scporolinj* eoch pic lure 1 
onlo its own "poj>e." 

I-'inoll\ . how I hem 
lope the folded book 
on the leflhond side, 
us shown. 




Tape Here 




I'iisl oroilers ond older c hildren c on put the boxes in older helore loping 
them onlo the strips. I [rip them to do this by oskint> I hem, "W'hol do 
vou ihink hoppens next?" Kinderj>orlen 
' leoi hers mov number (he pic lures 
(os shown below) lo help the 1 
c hildren pul the 1 story in order. 



r i 
11 


9 


8 


5 


10 


6 ! 


2 


1 


3 i 


12 


7 


L 4 J 



activity 




Smokey Bear's Safe Campfire 



| Objectives: 

■ Describe the rules for 
building a safe campfire. 

■ Describe how grownups 
can safely extinguish fires. 



! Activity: 

Discuss the rules for a safe 
campfire. 



i Grades: 



K-3 



Group: 



Whole group 



j Materials: 



optional: bucket 



optional: sticks 



4* 



Instructions: 



Talk aboul the rules lorn salo campliiv. C'hildron shcuiUI know lhal onlv 
grownups may build and pul out lires. A grownup should always keep 
waU h owr the liiv, loo. But children can know and encourage grownups 
to lollow the rules lor a sale campliiv. And children can help grownups 
by clearing a circle ol salely, gathering kindling, or carrying water. 

To ai t out the rules lor a sale campliiv. haw all the children sit in a circle* 
on the lloor. Woke the c ircle I (Meet across, the diameler ol the cleared 
circle ol salely around anv campliiv. Then sland in the 4 center of the 
circle. L'sing slicks as props, pretend you are about lo build a lire. Ask 
the children what else you need to do to build a sale campliiv. Kncourage 
them lo suggest salely rules as well, such as checking lor a level sile. 
clearing away leav es and twigs, and having water handv. Ask them, 
"What am I lorgelling?" until they mention all the salely rules. 

When it is time lo pul out the lire, remind the c hildren lhal grownups 
in list do this job. not i hildren. Ask ihem lo tell you how lo put it out 
i on vi lly. Alter pretending lo pour water on the llames. sav "I still see a 
little sleam" or "Listen, it's still sizzling.'' It may lake sev eral dousings 
and stirrings lo he sure a (ire is "out cold"! 
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Smokey Bear's Safe Campfire Rules 

Lois ol people use outdoor I ires lor lookouts o ncl camping, kveryone con 
help Smokey protect forests, porks, and other outdoor places by learning 
eomplire safely. I lere ore some rules for o sole c omplire: 



1 . Help a grownup pick on open. le\*el spot for the eomplire 

2. . I lelp c heek lor overhanging tree branches. 

v >. Help c lear away clr\ leaves, twigs, and gross to moke a 

111- loot circle ol solely around the eomplire. 
4. Hove water handy before 1 starting the lire! 
!v Haw* a grow nup scarl the (ire. 

6. Remind the grownup to odd one stick ol o 
lime 4 to control I ho size ol the lire. 

7. Remember thai running and playing 
near the eomplire 1 is unsafe! 

8. Ik 4 sure 1 a grownup is always 
w ale hi ng t he lire. 

When it's time to put out a campfire, 
be sure it's out! 

1 . I law a grownup sprinkle water 
over all ports ol the lire* onel genth 
stir the remains of the fire. 

2. Be -»ure the grownup 
sprinkles water tine I s( irs 
again until all steaming 
and si/zling have 
slopped. Help by looking 
and listening 1 

.'>. Remind the grownup never to 
leave* o lire until he or she is 
sure it is out e old! 



BfST COPY AVAIL A R| 



ierJc 




activity, 




Careful Campfire Circle Game 



Ofc jective: 

■ Evaluate actions and 
behaviors with regard u 
to camp .ire safety. 

Activity: 

Play a ;le game using safe 
and unsafe campfire facts. 

Grades: 

2,3 

Group: 

Whole group 

Materials: 



copy of page 
for each child 



9 



potato 

(or other small object) 
optional: plastic laminate 



optional: magnetic tape 



' q REST COPY AVAILABLE 
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instructions: 

line's a version ol "hoi polalo'' lhal will help your sludcnls review »incl 
remember sole and unsale ac lions and behaviors around camplircs. 

Copy ihe lisls below onto a blackboard or poslcr. up the safe and unsafe 
behaviors and don'l label whit h is which. I lolp Ihe c hiUlivn decide as a 
^roup which lhim;s aiv sale and which are unsafe. Mark I hem wilh a 
plus ( + ) or minus (-), \\ ilh "smiley" or "Irowny" laces. 

(To make a lon^-lasl inj» \-ersion ol I he activity, make a copy ol p^o °. 
ihen c ul oul and iaminale ihe c ards. Apply magnetic lape lo ihe c arc! 
hac ks so lhal c hildren can arrange ihe cards on a magnetic hoard.) 

Aller iclenlilyin^ sale and unsale behaviors, cut out I he- c<wd^ on |>tii»c* 9 
and place ihem in a Uij». I law ihe children sil in a c ire le and start passing 
Ihe polalo or olher object lo the rij»hl. Pull a card oul ol ihe Kij» and read 
il aloud II ihe c ard desc rihes a sale behavior, ihe person holding ihe 
polalo should keep passing il lo ihe ri^hl. II ihe c ard desc ribes something 
unsale. he or she- should switch and pass ihe polalo lo Ihe loll . (The whole 
group can "coach" Ihe child who has ihe polalo.) 



Safe: 

1 . Be sure a grownup watches the campfire. 

2. Be sure the fire is out cold before leaving. 

3. Only a grownup should put out the campfire. 

4. Clear a 10-foot circle of safety around the campfire. 

5. Have water handy at the 
campfire, 

6. If you spot a wildfire, tell a 
grownup. 

7. Have a grownup build the 
campfire on level ground. 

8. Keep the campfire small. 

9. Give matches to a grownup. 



Unsafe: 

1 . Play near the campfire. 

2. Leave the campfire before it's out cold. 

3. Wear loose clothing near the campfire. 

4. Build the campfire under low branches. 

5. Build the campfire on a hillside. 

6. Let the fire go out by itself. 



8 





Leave the 
camp fire before 

! 

-t — it-s -©-tit co\&. — 



Give 
matches to 



-a-grownu-p. 




If you spot 
a wildfire, 
-t e ll a g rawB-fc^ 



vmsm mam m*m 



Wear loose 
I clothing near 
| the campfirc. 



Have water 
handv at the 
campfirc. 



Be sure the fire 
is out cold before 



leaving. 





Let the 
fire qo out 
b\' itself. 



Only a grownup 
should put out 
the camp fire. 



Build the 
campfirc 
on a hillside 



Have a grownup 
build the campfirc 
on level ground. 



Play 
near the 
campfirc. 



Be sure a grownup 
watches the 
campfirc. 



MUNI HUN! l%A\m 
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Build the 
campfirc u ruler 
low branches. 



C lea r a 1 0- foot ci rele 
of safetv around 
the campfirc. 



Keep the 
campfi rc 
small. 




Objective: 

■ Identify safe and unsafe 
actions and behaviors with 
regard to campfires. 

Activity? 

Point out or list examples 
of careful and careless 
campfires. 

Grades: 

K-3 



Careful Campfire/. 
Careless Campfire 



Instructions: 



Kirsl talk with your students about "Smokey Bears Sole C amplire Rules" 
(see Activity 2). Then pass out copies c.\ ' ptij»e I I. Hove youn»er children 
point to w hat's sole and what's not sole in the two pictures as you discuss 
fire sajety. I low older children make a list ol sale and unsafe elements 
lirsl; then discuss their ideas. Afterwards. j»ive students time lo color their 
pic lures. 



Group: 



Individual 



Materials: 



copy of page i i 
for each child 1 1 



crayons 
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activity? 1 




A Participatory Story 



Objective: 



■ Name some of the forest 
animals that Smokey helps 
to protect. s 



Activity: 



Act out a read-aloud story 
about the forest. 



Grades: 



K,1 

f 



Group: 



Whole group 



Materials: 



none required 



Instructions: 



Rc\kI aloud ihe lollowing slory. When you read I he underlined words, act 
oul the animal actions and have vour students act ihem out with vou. ' 



"Mr./Ms. (your name) 's Class Goes to the Forest" 

li s a line morning, t uid Mr./Ms. 



grade class is 



going lor a walk in the forest. Kveryone knows how to be ver\' c[uiet 
J^^j^ (| )Ul linger lo lips) so as not lo scare the wild crmIuivs liv ing here. 

And everyone knows how lo look rf^^k (put hand on forehead), listen 
M (c up hand to ear), and even smell , ^jL'tsnifO lor c lues IhtU con 

help us spot some ol the forest animals. 



What a beautiful day. The sun is shining f tfL M (put hands overhead in 
a "ball"), and a gentle breeze flutters I he leaves ol the tall lives 
^V^^0^? (rustle pieces of paper). Where will we see our first animal? 
I see a squirrel scampering up a tree ^^^^ (walk lingers upward). 



4k 



The tinimok tire M busy finding Iheir hreoklosl. Listen 
lo eor), ihere's o wood pet ker pecking lor inseels in ;i I tee 
^^^^ (kno( k sh.ii ply on desk or (able). And down die hill duet 



(c up I nind 
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turkeys are sc rale hing in the leaves lor tasty acorns 'fl^^H? (scratch 
liners on lop). 




Lei's walk deeper inlo the loivsi *^>^v (slamp leel). The 1 lives keep 
the loivsi cool and shoilv. I see something big. Shall we 30 closer , 

(nod head yes)' Slowly, slowly fc^^^L(p<U hands slowly on 




thighs). Oh my. it's a big black bear looking for beetles and grubs in an old 
slump, lie doesnl peck al ihe wood like a woodpecker. I le I ears I he slump 
aparl with his claws ^ r 'P ^ cl ' r hands)! Whew. Let's walk in th 

olher clirec lion. 



infers 



I'll need evervbodv to help mi 1 roll owr this rolling log so we can look 
underneath. OK. everybody, push (push at air with hands). 

I'mph. there 4 it goes. All the beetles are scurrying ^'^)'Jff^ 4^ (mn 

/^>--' ■"• — 

across table). And there's a little garter snake slithering through the leaves 
ft^f^r (slither arm). Let's I'oll the log back in place. 
Kvcrvbody pull : * : fjj^£^(pull Upward you). Good job! 




Who smells something " jjS^ (sniff)? Yuck. it's a skunk. 

I think it's lime lo go home. Here we go l^^j^^Jstamp feet or pal 

hands quic kly on thighs)! 




That was Inn. Arc 4 lorcsls a good place 4 lor animals to live £ (nod hc\ul 

yes)? Are forests worth protecting from tire (nod head yes) 

W 

Po \*ou think wc saw all I he animals that live in tin 4 forest (shake 
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head no)' We deserve a big round of applause 1 lor being such good loivsi 
visitors ■ (everyone c lap hands) 1 

TheKnd 

ie 13 



Homes in the Forest 



Objectives; 

■ Describe some of the 
places within forests where 
animals live. 

■ Explain why it is important 
to protect forests. 

Activity: 

Find and mark animal homes 
in a picture of a forest. 

Grades: 

K-2 

Croup- 
Individual 

Materials; 



copy of page j'~ 
for each child ! . ; 



instructions? 

Hove llic children shiiro idoos oboul whol I hoy mij»hl see in o forest. 
Ask ihem where they think onimols mi«ht moke iheir homos in o forest 
diollow I roo, underground don, nosl on bronchos, under o loj»). 
Kxploin ihol we need lo protect lorosls so onimols will hove ploces 
lo moke homes. 

Hove ihe children find ond mork on X on iho onlmol homes on po;^c I S. 
Extension: Act It Out! 

Turn your clossroom intoo loivsl hy hovini* your sludenls prelcnd lo 
he 1 onimols living in Iho different homos I hero, first how I ho children 
surest ploces onimols could live: under o desk, on o choir. undcM o loble. 
on o tohle. in o closel, behind o shell. Let the children curl up in o den. 
in ony spol I hoy choose (ond you ihinR is sole!). Count how mony 
dillerenl kinds ol homes ihe children c rod tod in your room. Remind the 
children ihol ihe mony kinds ol onimols in o loresl olso lincl mony 
dillerenl lypes ol sheller (here. 



pencils 



or crayons 





BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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Layers-of-the-Forest Flipchart 



Objectives: 



■ Describe the layers of a 
forest. 

■ Name some of the plants 
and animals that live in 
each layer. 



Activity: 

Cut and paste a forest 
flipchart. 



Grades: 



2,3 



Group: 



Individual 



Materials: 



copy of pages -1 O <J -| 
for each child AO ~ ^ .1 



scissors 



glue 



crayons 



or markers 



construction paper 



ERIC 



Instructions: 



1 Irrr's how lo moke <\ llipc httrl : 

I . C ut ii|wrl layers A. IL t , mid 0 olon^ the dashed lines (|Mj»es 1 8 diid I 
1. ( iwtle ti Irdnii' lot" the llipc hitrl by i;Uiini> lo^elhor I wo or moiv | )ioc c*s 

oi const ruction poper (depending on the si/c oi I lie piiper) iilonj> t lie 

loiuj edj>c\ 

V Ciluc Ihr /(»/> ed^e of A near I he lop ol the li/^me. Line up B below A tUid 
i»lue il in pLue alon^ I he top ed^e. 

-I Line up C" iind P and ^lue iheir lop edj»es in pku e 

V (ul ti |>cit"l sheels L, I'. tL and II (pai»e 20). 

o. (due or Lipe ihe following sheels under ihe lollowiii" Livers: K under 
A. K under IL C* undcr(\ and 1 1 under V) : 

7. Kill in I he lines on sheels H lhrom»h H wilh I he names ol I lie 
appropriate animals. 

8. c ,4 oul I lie animals on paj»e 2 I and ylue I hem into the torrec I Livers, 
then color your llipc hail. » 




fN.. 



2^ 



E2 



V. 
> — > 

s. 



CO 
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activity 





Forest Habitat Pantomime 



! Objectives: 

■ Describe the layers of the 
forest. 

■ Name some of the plants 
and animals that live in each 
layer. 



Instructions: 



r 



Activity: 



Act out some of the animals 
and plants that live in 
different forest layers. 



ERLC 



Grades: 



2,3 



Group: 

Whole group 



Materials: 



A staircase in the 
school building 

or bleachers 



or stage risers to use 
as a "layered" set 

optional: camera 




I lave the c hildren la Ik about w hat lives in a lores! . including both phi n Is 
and animals. Then develop a list, sue h as ihc one below, ol plants and 
animals lhal live in dillcrenl forest layers, i This is onlv a partial list. Kind 
out wh.it animals live in your area, and add species that are appropriate 
in (\u h laver). Bv divi'dino die forest into Livers it will he easier lo remem- 
ber tin 4 many plants and animals thai live there*. Alter you make up the 
list, choose a child lo represent each animal or plant. 



When e\ crvonc has a pari lo ploy, take l lie 
i»roup lo the bleachers, I'isers. or steps. As you 



call out the parts, irom lop to boUom. haw the 
children ^o loihe appropriate "loresl lover" (or 
habitat) (or their plant or animal. Then have I he children 
act out or pantomime their (orcst "characters." Taking a photograph would 
be a <>ood way to preserve and later retail the event! 

Life in the Layers: 

1\ mi 'sou: anls. c hipmunks. rabbits, inset l larvae, moles, worms 
0\ nil loKIsi iitx)K' bears, beetles, deer, lerns, skunks, snails, snakes, 
spiders, turkeys, turtles, wildllowers 
l\ NIK snki'Bs: insects, songbirds, spiders 
K nil iKi I s; hats, haw ks, inserts, owls. 
son^biixK. squirrels 



BEST COPY AVAIL ARIF 

22 26 






Smokey Bear 
Coloring Page 




J^e^t -(Vest ftVes, 





Dear Parents. . . 



■ List three ways to prevent 
forest fires. 

■ Share forest fire prevention 
facts with an adult. 



Complete a letter to parents 
listing three things each child 
has learned from Smokey 
Bear. 



I low I in* c hildren shore oloud vvhol they how learned oboul com pi ire 
soletv ond prewnlinj} lorest I ires. Then. poss out copies of po^c The 
children con shore vvhol thevYc leorncd with their porenls by listing 
sewrol lliin^s thev know oboul loresls ond lorest lire prcwnlion. How 
coch ehikl sij»n the letter obow Smokey 's sij>nolurc ond color the lellcr. 
For vouni» c hildren, how the j»rcuip decide which three things ore most 
miporlonl. Then fill out one letter ond copy it for eoch child to si^n. color, 
ond loke home. 



K-3 



Whole group or individual 



copy of page 
for each child 



pencils 



x 
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A Birthday Card for Smokey 



Objective: 

■ Describe some of the ways 
to protect forests from fire. 

Activity: 

Complete a birthday card 
for Smokey Bear. 

Grades: 

K-3 

Group: 

Individual 



Instructions: 

I lere's ii \\\\\ lo sum up whot your j»roup hos leorned from this kit. Tell I he 
children ihol Smokey Beor hos been U\k hint; children ond grownups lobe 
careful willi lire ior r i0 years, and I licit your ^roup will be making some 
birlhday cards lor Smokey. 

Pass oul copies ol pa^c 27 or paj»e 28, depending on ihe ol your 
sludenls. I Live ihe stucienls lolcl ibe cards ol' , die clashed linens. I lave 
vounj; children drawii pic lure of something ihey would like lo see or do 
in a loresl and h ( i\r older c hildren draw a pic Lure and write down one 
lining ihev have learned ahcml prolec lini» loresls Irom lire. I Live ihe c hil- 
dreiV color ihe cards and send ihein to Smokery ol the lollowin^ tuldress: 



Materials: 



copies of page ^ ~7 
for young children <<— / 



copies of page 
for older children 
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crayons 




pencils 



Smokey Bear 

c/o Smithsonian Institution 

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Arts and Industries Building, Room 1 163 

MRC 402 

Washington, D.C. 20560 








Dear Wke^ 

Mere is 
Something IT 

do of See, (Vi 
^ fore • 




A O 
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The Story of Smokey Bear 



The War Years 

Smokey Bear has been teaching people to be careful with fire for half a 
century, but the idea of preventing carelessly caused fires came even 

_ beforo Sm °key's time, With the advcnt.of World War 11, 

Americans feared that enemy attack or sabotage could 
destroy our forest resources at a time when there was a 
great need for wood products. 

As a result of this concern, the L'SDA Forest Sendee organ- 
ized the Cooperative Forest Fire Prevention (CFFP) Program 
•n 1942, to encourage citizens nationwide to make a person- 
al effort to prevent forest fires. To help convey this concept 
to the public, the Forest Service asked the Wartime 
Advertising Council and State Foresters for help. 

Recognizing that civilians could help protect the timber that 
was important for battleships, gunstocks, and military pack- 
ins crates, together they began a campaign asking people to 
help prevent forest fires. 




In 1 

was 



944. a forest fire prevention poster featuring Walt Disney's Bambi 
released. The poster was extremely popular, and its success showed 

that a forest animal was the best 
messenger to promote the pre- 
vention of carelessly caused forest 
fires. So/the Forest Service, State 
Foresters, and the Wartime 
Advertising 
Council intro- 
duced a bear 
named "Smokey" 
as the campaign symbol. On 
August 9, 1944, Smokey's first 
poster carried the caption 
"Smokey says: Care wUl prevent 
9 out of 10 forest fires!" 
(See poster above.) 




1957 
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1963 




As the campaign grew, Smokey reached out to 
Americans from roadside billboards, from maga- 
zines and newspapers, and from messages broad- 
cast over hundreds of radio stations. After World 
War II, the Wartime Advertising Council changed 
its name to The Advertising Council and contin- 
ued promoting the Smokey Bear campaign. The, 
creative energy behind Smokey's message has been 
volunteered through the years by the advertising 
agency Foote, Cone and Belding. Smokey's image 
may have changed a little over the years, but his 
popularity continues~to grow. 

A Live Bear 

A significant chapter in Smokey Bear's long history 
began early in 1 950, when a burned cub survived a 
terrible fire in the Lincoln National Forest near Capitan, New Mexico. 
With the help of forest rangers, army soldiers, and many others, the little 
cub was rescued and nursed back to health. He was sent to live at, the 
National Zoo in Washington, D.C., as "a gift to the school children of 
America. " Here he became a living 
counterpart to the fire prevention 
symbol seen in posters. 

Over the years, thousands of peo- 
ple from around the world visited 
Smokey at the 

National Zoo. ^^76 
Soon Smokey 
acquired a mate, 

Goldie, and later an adopted son. 
In 1 976 the aged bear died. His 
remains were returned to New 
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-Meximtmtl new- rest-beneath- a stone-m-arker-in -Smekey-Bea-r State -Park-- 
For 16 more years the adopted "little Smokey" carried on as a living sym- 
bol of forest fire prevention. In 1 990 r when the second Smokey died, the 
living symbol was also laid to rest. 




Only you 
canpft^vertt 

foresttes. 

Wfecant 



Smokey Bear Reaches Out 

In 1932, Congress passed the Smokey Bear Act, Public Law 359, which 
protects the name and image of this famous forest fire prevention sym 
bol. Royalties from the sate of 
licensed Smokey Bear items are 
returned to the Forest Service to help 
forest fire prevention efforts across 
the country. 



Also in 1952. the Junior Forest Ranger 
Program began. Children who partici- 
pated received an application along 
with a Smokey Bear stuffed toy. 
By 1 955, Smokey was receiving so 
much mail that he was given his 
own address and ZIP code: 
Smokey Bear Headquarters, 
Washington, D.C. 20252. 



Smokey Bear Today 

For over 50 years, the primary goal of Smokey Bear has been to introduce 
the forest fire prevention message to young children. They are eager to 
listen to stories about the bear who tries so hard to help save our forests 
and vvildlands from careless- fire. Smokey Bear continues to remind us 
that "Only YOU can prevent forest fires." 




1982 
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Additional Resources 



Books for Children 

Tire { i*988)7"Edward E.'Daub; liairitreeXhitdren's Books, Milwaukee. 
Firr! Fire! (1 984). Gail Gibbons; Thomas Y, Croweil, New York, 

Photographic Essay Book 

Ihe Great Yellowstone Fire (1990). Carole G, Vqgel and Kathryn A.,Goldner; Sierra 
Club Books/Little, Brown *> Co., San Francisco. 

Teacher References 

Teaching Fire Safety Through Exhibits. U.S. Fire Administration, Federal Emergency. 

Management Agency, P.O. Box 70274. Washington, D C. 20024. 
Sesame Street Fire Safety Matcriab. U.S, Fire Administration, Federal Emergency 

Management Agency, P.O, Box 70274, Washington, D.C. 20024. 
Firefighters (1979). Anne Feldman; David McKay Co,, Inc., New York, 
Natural Fire - Its Ecology in Forests (1979), Lawrence Pringle; William Morrow *> Co,, 

New York. 

Forest Fires: An Introduction to Wildland Fire Behavior, Management, Firefighting and Prevention 

(textbook/ 1991). Margaret Fuller; Wiley, New York. . 
Eastern Forests (Peterson Field Guides) (1988). John C. Krtchner and Gordon Morrison; 

Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston. 
Western Forests (Audubon Society Nature Guides Series) (1 985)! Charles Elliott; Knopf. 

Guest Speakers 

Smokey Bear (in costume) can visit your classroom with a representative of the US DA 
Forest Service. Contact the nearest Forest Service office. Look for a listing in the gov- 
ernment section of the phone book under United States Department of Agriculture. 

A State Forester can also speak to your group about forest fire prevention. A represen- 
tative from a State department of natural resources may be able to talk to your chil- 
dren about forest habitats. Contact your State departments of agriculture, forestrv. or 
natural resource 

Colleges and universities with departments of forestry, biology, or environmental sci- 
ence may have instructors or graduate students who would enjoy speaking to your 
class about your local forest habitats. 

Field Trips 

A visit to a local park, forest, or nature center will give 
children a chance to explore a forest habitat and encour- 
age I hem to care about protecting forests (rom careless lire 
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USDA policy prohibits 
discrimination based on 
race, color, national origin, 
sex, age, religion, or 
handicapping condition. 
Any person who believes 
that he or she has been 
discriminated against 
in any USDA-related 
activity should immed- 
iately contact the 
Secretary of Agriculture, 
Washington, D.C. 20250. 
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